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DIRECTOR'S 
STATEMENT 
Dear Friends, 

         In September 2017 Pope Francis announced the start of the two-year 

campaign "Share the Journey," which calls us to encounter and walk with 

vulnerable migrants and refugees in solidarity.   In these challenging times, 

Cabrini Immigrant Services of NYC (CIS-NYC) is inspired by this action of the 

Holy Father. It is our goal to continue to serve and transform the low-income 

immigrant community through justice, guided by Catholic social values, as we 

share in their journey. 

        2017 was a year of growth, accomplishments, and challenges for CIS-NYC. 

We grew in staff size as we welcomed a Development and Communications 

Coordinator and created a position for Social Media Interns during the summer. 

We continued to offer essential services and guidance to the low-income 

immigrant population of New York City through our long-standing programs; the 

ESOL Program, the Food Pantry, Immigration Legal Services and the Immigrant 

Family Program.   Our Justice for Immigrants Program addressed the important 

challenges that surfaced in 2017 through advocacy and organizing with partners 

in the community.   

        We look forward to continuing growth in 2018 to meet the changing needs of 

local immigrants. Thanks to the generous support of the Missionary Sisters of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, individual  donors, and grantors, in 2018 CIS-NYC will be 

able to expand our legal services, better meet the needs of our ESOL students, 

engage in capacity building and organizational development, and more.   

        You are invited in the pages ahead to learn more about our clients, our 

programs, and our partners. With your support, we will continue to build on our 

successes in the coming year and beyond.   Thank you for your commitment   to our

mission to empower immigrants and their families. 

JAVIER  RAMIREZ  BARON,  LMSW

Executive Director

SR.  D IANE  OLMSTEAD,  MSC

Board Chair
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OUR MISSION
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The mission of CIS-NYC is to provide essential services to immigrants in the 

spirit of Mother Cabrini, patron saint of immigrants and founder of the 

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Since its inception in 1999, CIS- 

NYC has worked with the immigrant community all over New York City and 

serves all persons residing in the metro area regardless of age, race, ethnicity, 

country of origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or immigration status. We are 

committed to empowering immigrants, their families and their communities 

through education, access to essential services, civic participation and 

community building. We strive to work together with the immigrant community 

to create a more inclusive society by fostering justice, dignity and respect. 



IMMIGRATION 
LEGAL SERVICES
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Thanks to [CIS-NYC] I became an American!....During all the time I have 

been living in the USA even with a green card I always felt as if someone at 

any moment could take the carpet from under my feet and send me away, 

but I’m now an American...I NOW have the right to make my voice count, I 

CAN VOTE and that makes me so deliriously happy. Thanks to you and to the

staff at Cabrini for your support, for creating a welcoming and safe space 

and for the guidance you provided me during the entire process. Thanks to 

you I feel lighter and I won’t have to live in fear anymore, finally I’m free. 

WE UNITE FAMILIES

Family petitions, Applications for Employment Authorization, Applications for Lawful 

Permanent Residence (Adjustment of Status)

WE PROTECT THE VULNERABLE

DACA applications and renewals for immigrant youth (including emergency renewals and 

support after the cancellation of DACA)

Screening and referrals for victims of violent crimes (VAWA and U Visa), unaccompanied or 

abandoned minors (SIJ), and asylum cases

WE ENCOURAGE CIVIC PARTICIPATION

Naturalization applications, Certificates of Citizenship

- Martha, Client of CIS-NYC 

IN  2017   WE FREE LEGAL IMMIGRATION

296

210

N E W

  CONDUCTED  CONSULTATIONS & OPENED

CASES.

78

INITIAL DACA APPLICATIONS  & 

RENEWALS   WERE APPROVED

132

FAMILY BASED PETITION, NATURALIZATION 

$273K

CLIENTS SAVED

IN LEGAL REPRESENTATION FEES BY 

RECEIVING SERVICES AT CIS-NYC.

MOR E  T H A N  

MORE 

THAN 

40 families

RESIDENCY & WERE FINALLY REUNIFIED 

AFTER WAITING YEARS TO BE TOGETHER. 

CLIENTS OBTAINED THEIR WORK PERMITS, ALLOWING THEM TO GET 

BETTER JOBS, ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS OF FINANCIAL STABILITY AND 

107

SELF-SUFFICIENCY,  AND CONTRIBUTE  TO OUR ECONOMY.

&  O THER  A PP L ICAT IONS  WERE  

SUCCESSFU L LY  SUBM I T TED .  

OBTAINED THEIR  LEGAL PERMANENT 



IMMIGRANT 
FAMILY PROGRAM 
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My daughter 
was 

experiencing 
serious 

depression & 
anxiety. After a 
family trip with 

Cabrini this 
summer, we 

noticed a 
change. The trip 

changed my 
daughter's life 
for the better.

WE GUIDE COMMUNITY MEMBERS TRYING TO ACCESS 

PUBLIC BENEFITS

Healthcare and mental healthcare

Housing

Food stamps

WE ADVOCATE FOR YOUTH  AND  ADULTS SEEKING TO 

OVERCOME BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

The Angel Fund  is a scholarship  fund offered by CIS-NYC to assist 

low-income undocumented students with school-related costs. 

Recipients are also provided with additional support.

WE INTEGRATE  AND  STRENGTHEN IMMIGRANT FAMILIES

CIS-NYC organizes recreational family events throughout the year, 

which allow families to spend quality time together with their 

community members, enjoy a respite from their daily challenges, 

and familiarize themselves with traditional American experiences.

We provide comprehensive case-management and short-term crisis 

counseling to ensure that each family receives the support and 

resources they need.

ANGEL FUND 

SCHOLARSHIP

We distributed

to

students.

$19,075

18

We distributed

gifts to

children.

Over 1,000

277

FAMILY OUTINGS

individuals attended trips 

to Sahara Sam's Water 

Park. the American 

Museum of Natural 

History, Teatro SEA shows 

& Radio City Music Hall.

133

WINTER COAT 

DISTRIBUTION

Approximately

130

families were provided with

400

warm coats, along with 

other items such as hats 

and socks.

CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATION & GIFT 

DISTRIBUTION

- Client of 
CIS-NYC



FOOD PANTRY
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780

9,443

  84,987

116

3,600

AVERAGE NUMBER OF FAMILIES 

SERVED EACH MONTH

BAGS OF FOOD DISTRIBUTED 

THROUGHOUT 2017

COMMITTED FOOD PANTRY 

VOLUNTEERS FROM THE COMMUNITY

HOURS SERVED BY FOOD PANTRY 

VOLUNTEERS 

CIS-NYC's Client Choice Food Pantry serves a diverse population of Lower East Side 

residents. The pantry operates every Tuesday from 9:30am to 12:30pm and has a  current 

client list of   654 registered families. Regardless of the season, our food pantry strives to 

guarantee that the families and individuals who rely on our services receive well-balanced, 

healthy, and culturally appropriate food. In August 2017, we started a family bag program 

to better serve the community and provide assistance to our clients with larger households. 

We also worked with 13 partner organizations throughout the year to bring in additional 

services for our clients (dentists, healthcare, food stamp applications, etc). 

 

(VALUED AT MORE THAN $86,400)

NUMBER OF HEALTHY, WELL-BALANCED MEALS 

THAT CAN BE MADE WITH THE FOOD 

DISTRIBUTED BY THE FOOD PANTRY IN 2017



ESOL, CITIZENSHIP & 
COMPUTER CLASSES
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  My daughter 
was getting 

married and I 
didn’t know how 
to dance.  I heard 

that a 
Community 
Center was 
giving free 

lessons.  They 
didn’t give lessons 
in Chinese, but I 
learned enough 

English at 
Cabrini so I 

started to take 
lessons there and 
was able to dance 
at my daughter’s 

wedding. 

ESOL students at CIS-NYC report an increase in self 

sufficiency, confidence and personal freedom due to their new 

found ability to communicate. They can more confidently 

interact with their doctors and their children's teachers,   shop 

at different stores, explore new neighborhoods, and  participate 

in their communities. 

ENGLISH & ADULT LITERACY STUDENTS: 62

students.

- ESOL Student at 
CIS-NYC

Two of our Citizenship students  became U.S. Citizens. A 

number of students reported participating, for the first time, in 

Parent Teacher Association  meetings, and a significant number 

have been able to secure employment. Thirty-four  students 

attended three  plays at the Educational Theater of New York 

and  fourteen   students went to the New York Historical Society. 

COMPUTER LITERACY STUDENTS: 17

CITIZENSHIP PREPARATION STUDENTS: 11

VOLUNTEER TEACHERS: 10

HOURS OF CLASSROOM TEACHING:  7,160

LEVELS OF ESOL CLASSES: 6

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF STUDENTS SERVED: 90



JUSTICE FOR IMMIGRANTS
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IN 2017 APPROXIMATELY

INDIVIDUALS  LEARNED ABOUT THEIR RIGHTS & 

ENGAGED IN  DEFENDING THEIR COMMUNITY.

150

CIS-NYC FACILITATED

17

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS WORKSHOPS 

AT OUR OFFICES AND IN OUR 

COMMUNITY.

JFI MEMBERS ATTENDED OVER 

10

PRESS CONFERENCES, 

RALLIES, ACTIONS, AND 

LOBBY DAYS.

CIS-NYC's Justice for Immigrants (JFI) program aims to build power and leadership within the 

NYC immigrant community and to create social and political change in our city and our nation 

through workshops, civic participation, network building, and outreach. In 2017 we worked to 

combat growing anti-immigrant policy and rhetoric by giving immigrant leaders the tools and 

resources to tell their stories and advocate for their communities. We developed resources, held 

emergency workshops, and mobilized rapidly in response to constant attacks on immigrants. In 

the end of 2017 we focused on supporting and engaging DREAMers after DACA was cancelled. 

 



FY2017 FINANCIALS
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REVENUE SOURCE

 

69%

 

9%

 

4%

 

9%

 

9%

REVENUE SOURCE %

AMOUNT

Foundation  and  Corporation

Government

Legal Fees

Annual Benefit

Individual Donations

69%

9%

9%

4%

9%

$249,450

$31,558

$13,095

$33,597

$34,167

TOTAL:

$361,867

100%



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 
FOR SUPPORTING OUR MISSION
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$25,000 and above 

Cabrini Health Australia 

Cabrini Mission Foundation 

Bank of America, N.A., Trustee 

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus 

The New York Community Trust 

students.

$500-999 

Fred Applegate 

Diane M. Manning 

Dr. Robert Kennedy 

Linda & David De Cerbo 

Margaret D. Kranz 

Marilyn McGrath Falvey 

St. Peter's - Our Lady of Rosary 

St. Joseph's Chapel 

$100-$499 (continued) 

Edward C. Maher 

Edward J. McLaughlin 

Fr. James E. Devlin 

Frank & Martha Debons 

Frank Coppola 

Gillian Eddins 

James Migliore 

John M. Eliseo 

Julie Frankel 

Lovers Rock Bar 

Lower East Side People’s 

Federal Credit Union   

M. E. Brennan 

Marcos Antonio Clemente 

Margo A. Litwin 

Margo Litwin 

Maria Martino 

Marvin Sperling 

Mary Eleanor Brennan 

Maureen Allen 

Michael Salermo 

Mieke Vandersall 

Millicent Preko 

Mona G. Coogan 

Network For Good 

Olga Craigen-Fried 

Osvaldo Mena 

Phenix Multiservices Corp. 

Rhoda Rome 

Richard Scarlata 

Robert Duffy 

Sarah A. Cody 

Sean Kelly 

Shanthini Kasturi 

Sr. Antonina Avitabile 

Suzanne M. Hengl 

Thomas N. Pieper & Carol 

Ann Foley 

Uriel A. Durr Jr. 

$1-99 (continued) 

D. & J. Bartone 

Daniel Ram 

Deborah Goddard 

Deidre Kelly 

Diana Ramirez-Baron 

Diane Cohen 

Dionysia Satiropoulou 

Eduard Henao 

Eileen Rice 

Elias Sanchez 

Elizabeth Gomez 

Elver Cano 

Eric Schumacher 

Francisco Antonio 

Minier 

Gary A. Goodman 

Gerald M. Faulkner 

Geraldine Castagna 

Glenda Nunez Reynolds 

Henry Agyepong 

Hubert Cameron 

James E. Brady 

Jane Mancino 

John Brindisi 

Jose Feliciano 

Kimberly Graziani 

Lily Goldman 

Lisa Marie Lanham 

Louise Bosio 

Lucy H. Kuhn 

Maria Garcia 

Maria Stella Herrera 

Maryann Peronti, Esq. 

Mia Anter 

Michelle L. Eliseo 

Molly Mary Claire 

Watson 

Nancy Barclay 

Nevena Dzamonja 

Nuriz Perez Castro 

Pepito Dbayan 

Rafael Vargas 

Richard Lefkowitz 

Rosemary Senger 

Ruth Metcalf 

Shira Turner 

Sindy Guerra 

Sister Eileen Currie 

Sofia Ramirez 

Song Chen 

Susan Tang 

Sr. Arlene & Catherine 

Theresa A. Peronti 

$10,00-$24,999 

Mother Cabrini League 

The North Star Foundation 

$1,000-$9,999 

Alex Avitabile 

Center for Traditional Music & 

Dance 

Charles Flynn 

Church of St. Teresa 

Hoffman Brothers Foundation 

The New York Bar Foundation 

Order of Malta American 

Association 

PepsiCo Foundation Fund 

Roman Catholic Church of the 

Transfiguration 

The Church of St. Monica 

The Donald Duford Family 

Foundation 

The Riverside Church in the City 

of New York 

Thomas Noone 

United Way 

United We Dream 

New York University 

William & Joyce O'Neil 

Charitable Trust 

$1-99  

Anna-Maria Raschella 

Ethel M. Fusaro 

Angela Peretti 

Anonymous 

Armand Adams 

Audrey Harkins 

Bonnie Burke 

Brother James McKnight 

Carol A. Blumm 

Catherine M. Bendert 

Colin Neill 

Cynthia L. Jeran 

$100-$499 

Apple Bank for Savings 

Patricia Hogan 

Alexandra Singerman 

Barbara A. Lee 

Brian H. Leahy 

Cull Family Foundation 

Dagan R. Bayliss 

David J. Hogan 

Donald & Marie Amoruso 

Doreen Thmpson 

$1-99 (continued)  

Theresa M. Russo 

Vanessa Crowley 

Victoria Lummo 

Vivian B. Cheng, M.D. 

Westbeth Artists Residents 

Council 

William T. Smith  

In Kind 

Alina Troya Aquilato 

American Museum of Natural 

History 

Brigid K. Sullivan 

Build a Bear Foundation 

Carolyn Chiarieri 

City Harvest 

Cooperative Economics 

Alliance NYC 

Diane Rende 

Emily Irving 

Fr. James Cunningham 

Mathilde Monge 

Manu Iyer 

Nancy Osborne 

New York Yankees 

Penguin Random House 

Susan Bell 

Suzanne B. Slattery 

Teatro SEA 

The Joy of Sox 

Special Thanks To Angel Diaz 

and Radio Maria
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ESOL Volunteers 

Jane Bieneman 

Alain Buzzard 

Rena Deutsch 

Gillian Eddens 

Mimi Everett 

Teri Galvin 

Edward Maher 

Carrie McCrossen 

Eileen Murphy 

Sr. Veronica Piccone, MSC 

Deborah Stead 

Food Pantry Volunteers 

Cecilia Chu 

Ken Poggi 

Sr.Margarita Cardenas, MSC 

Sr.Marjorie Connelly, MSC 

Sr. Patricia, MSC   

Luzmilla Pizarro 

Maria Ramona Corona 

Melissa Romero 

Paul Lai 

Annise Pierrett 

Ines Garcia 

Nicola Fagan 

Claudia 

Deng Lin 

Michael Fernandez 

Paola Rivera 

Joseph Rosa 

Yuk Kam Chan 

Stephanie Ye 

Gigi Lin 

Annie Yang 

Anna Julia Tavarez Corona 

Sally Tan 

Hasina Hui 

Jeanie Goon 

Tahlib Banks 

Susan Lei 

JFI Leaders & Volunteers 

Felipe Ministro 

Juan Marmol 

Monica Robles 

Narcisa Mieles 

Niurka Melendez 

Veronica Domenech 

Carlos Munoz 

Jessenia Guapisaca 

Miguel Chavez 

Immigrant Family Program 

Volunteers 

Angie Castaneda 

Annise Pierrett 

Brigid Sullivan 

Carlos Munoz 

Cory Soodoo 

Ernesto Tohom 

Evelin Encinas 

Gloria Hernandez 

Jessenia Guapisaca 

Jhoseline Nicole Canaveral 

Maria Alejandra Bonilla 

Miguel Chavez 

Mirian Hernandez 

Nathaly Ardiles 

Raul Margarito 

Yesica Abrajan 

Administrative Volunteers 

Sr. Antonina Avitabile, MSC 

Meudy Osio 

Miguel Chavez 

Natalie Ardiles 

Just a few of our amazing volunteers!

Partners 

American Museum of Natural History 

Ana Maria Bazan, Law Firm 

Cabrini University 

Cabrini of Westchester 

Castillo Stephens LLP 

City Harvest 

Catholic Legal Immigration Network, 

Inc (CLINIC) 

Congresswoman Nydia M. 

Velazquez 

Councilmember Margaret Chin 

First American International Bank 

FWD.us 

Henry Street Settlement 

Ignatian Volunteer Corps 

Ivonne Moreno, LCSW 

LaMicro Theater 

Law Firm of Ramon M. Guerra 

Los Herederos 

Lower East Side People's Federal 

Credit Union 

Manhattan Together 

Mexican Coalition 

New York County District Attorney's 

Office 

New York Immigration Coalition 

(Former) NY State Senator Daniel 

Squadron 

NYC Mayor's Office of Immigrant 

Affairs 

NYU Silver School of Social Work 

New York Yankees 

Radio Maria 

Silberman School of Social Work 

St. Teresa Church 

St Peter's - Our Lady of the Rosary 

Teatro SEA 

Urban Justice Center 



WE CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY.

A  S P O N S O R E D  M I N I S T R Y  O F  T H E  M I S S I O N A R Y  S I S T E R S  

O F  T H E  S A C R E D  H E A R T  O F  J E S U S

students.

CO N T A C T  U S

W E  N E E D  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !

139 Henry Street 

New York, NY 10002 

T: 212-791-4590 

F: 212-791-4592 

E: info@cis-nyc.org 

www.cis-nyc.org

www.facebook.com/cisnyc

@cisnyc

Follow us on social media!

Donations can be made at www.bit.ly/donatecis 

Checks can be made out to Cabrini Immigrant Services of NYC, Inc. 

and mailed to the address below.


