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MESSAGE FROM           
CIS-NYC'S BOARD CHAIR

It is hard to believe that 20 years have passed since Cabrini

Immigrant Services opened its doors in New York City.   It has been

a rewarding journey of faith, hope and charity.  And many prayers.

 

I officially started my tenure as board chair on January 1, 2019, so I

thank immediate past-chair Sr. Diane Olmstead for her dedication

and work guiding the board of CIS-NYC over the past 3 years.

Because of Sr. Diane’s passion and support for the organization, we

had very successful years during a time of transition.

 

At CIS-NYC we continue to closely watch and respond to the shifts

in policy towards the immigrant population and will undoubtedly

do so over the many coming years. Our goal is to provide vital

services to our clients with excellence and to advocate for changes

in policies that will help the newest Americans realize their

dreams.

 

My own relationship with CIS-NYC started shortly after the

organization was founded by Sr. Pietrina Raccuglia and the

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  I was a social

worker desperately looking to find help for immigrant families in

need.  CIS-NYC was one of the very few organizations willing to

work with immigrant families, regardless of immigration status. 

Over the ensuing years CIS-NYC developed a program to train social

workers, participated in committees to advise the Administration

for Children’s Services on immigrant issues, testified before the City

Council and advocated with policymakers at City Hall, in Albany

and on Capitol Hill to find solutions for addressing the needs of

immigrants.  

 

Now, besides legal services, family services and a food pantry we

have launched initiatives to document immigrant voices and

promote leadership development in the community. I hope you

will keep reading to learn more about our 2018 accomplishments. 
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Board Chair

Cabrini Immigrant Services Colleagues and Friends,

We look to a strong and bright future.  ¡Si, se puede!



OUR MISSION
At CIS-NYC we aim to provide essential services to immigrants in the

spirit of the Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Patroness of Immigrants.

Since our inception in 1999, CIS-NYC has worked with the immigrant

community all over New York City, regardless of age, race, ethnicity,

country of origin, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or immigration

status. We are committed to empowering immigrants, their families

and their communities through education, access to essential services,

civic participation, and community building.                                                         We strive to
work together with the immigrant
community to create a more inclusive society
by fostering justice, dignity, and respect.
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IMMIGRATION
LEGAL SERVICES 

Low income immigrants in New York City face significant barriers to high-quality

legal representation and are often vulnerable legal service scams and other abuses.

At CIS-NYC we aim to bridge this gap in services by providing low-cost,

comprehensive, and competent legal services to the local immigrant community. 

Encouraging civic participation, protecting
the vulnerable, and uniting families.
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In each consultation, families were provided with legal orientation and education and connected
with vital resources and information, including: referrals to medical & mental health providers,
housing assistance, & financial services, enrollment in educational programs, information about
immigrant rights, and more.

425 legal immigration consultations with immigrant families.

206 new immigration cases opened.

424 immigration applications successfully submitted to USCIS.

$350k
54

In 2018 CIS-NYC took on nearly 50% of the legal cases that came to us. If CIS-NYC is unable to take a
client's case we make internal referrals to our other programs and external referrals to trusted
community partners to ensure that all of their legal, social, emotional and practical needs are met. 

This included 61 DACA renewals. As a result of these services, 101 immigrants obtained their work

permits & legal permanent status, allowing them to obtain better jobs, achieve their goals of financial
stability & self-sufficiency, and contribute to our economy.

families reunified after years of separation.

saved in legal representation fees.
By receiving services at CIS-NYC clients are able to access high quality legal representation that might

otherwise be unattainable to them due to inordinate fees.

"I came to the US from Colombia around 20 years ago to escape a dangerous and

violent environment. I spoke little English and CIS-NYC guided me to navigate the

complicated immigration process. I am so grateful to them for helping me obtain my

green card, become a citizen, and change my life for the better. Recently, my sister and

my parents joined me here so our family could be reunited after nearly two decades

apart. CIS-NYC helped us with the process and protected our rights at critical

moments. We were all very anxious but are now relieved as my parents received their

green cards. We are already very happy with our new life in our new home country."
Sandra holding her parents' new Green Cards.

Sandra's Story



FOOD PANTRY

CIS-NYC's Client
Choice Food Pantry
operates every
Tuesday from 9:30am
to 12:30pm.
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Providing healthy, well-balanced & culturally
appropriate food to local community members. 

867
bags of food 

 distributed on
average per

month.

187,200
meals worth

of food
distributed.

10,000
visits to the

Pantry.

3,769
volunteer 

hours.

329,829
pounds of

food donated.

Photo: Diana Bejarano, Los Herederos Inc.

Over

1,667
individuals 

 served.



JUSTICE FOR IMMIGRANTS 
Building power and leadership within the
local immigrant community.
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400 community members engaged in JFI workshops,
rallies, actions, and other events.

12 rallies, actions, press conferences and other
advocacy events.

10 off site Know Your Rights workshops and
presentations.

13
We partnered with Trinity Church , Henry St. Settlement, University Settlement, Trinity Church

Wall Street, FWD.us, PS 64, PS 142, and NY Psychotherapy & Counseling Center.

on site Know Your Rights workshops.

Over 50% of participants in 2018
were new members who had not
participated in JFI in previous years.
 

We also co-hosted 5 additional workshops with our community partners including the New

York Immigration Coalition, VIA, South Asians for America, and the Mayor's Office of

Immigrant Affairs.



DACAmented Voices
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Leadership Development Program
In October 2018 CIS-NYC launched our first JFI Leadership Development Program with 14

participants from the local immigrant community. This is an eleven session popular
education program designed to develop leaders who can take on ongoing leadership roles in
the community organizing work at CIS-NYC. Participants engage in dialogue and learn about
topics ranging from the history of immigration in the U.S. to how to share their story with the
press. Leaders also put their learning to practice by participating in legislative visits & rallies,

presenting to their community members, conducting outreach, and more.

In Summer 2018 CIS-NYC partnered with Los Herederos to produce a new program called
DACAmented Voices. This is a youth documentary storytelling institute that engages young

DREAMers in the fundamentals of self-producing a transmedia short and using storytelling as a
tool for community organizing and advocacy. Students learn to use key audio-visual

equipment in a hands-on interactive setting. The 2018 program resulted in a variety of student
produced multimedia documentation centered around the theme of “I’m not the only one.”

Check out their work here: bit.ly/DACAVoices



IMMIGRANT
FAMILY PROGRAM
Strengthening and supporting immigrant
families.
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                                                                                 These services include guiding

community members in accessing public benefits, comprehensive case-

management and short-term crisis counseling to ensure that each family

receives the support they need. 

We also organize recreational family events throughout the year which allow families to

spend quality time together with their community members, enjoy a respite from their

daily challenges, and familiarize themselves with traditional American experiences.

Family activities in 2018 included an Easter Egg hunt, a bilingual play, visits to the Bronx

Zoo and Natural History Museum, a day at a water park, and our annual Christmas

celebration and gift distribution.

6
family trips &

activities.

213
children received

gifts at our
Christmas

Celebration.

247
clients attended

a family trip.

800+
toys, books &

pieces of clothing
distributed.

In 2019 nearly                  families received case management and
social support services at CIS-NYC.

250



Angel Fund
Scholarship

Program 
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I dropped out of college in my 2nd semester

because I could not afford to pay tuition. But then I

found the Angel Fund Scholarship, which provided

me economic, legal & educational support. I

finished my associates degree in small business

entrepreneurship & I have been accepted at Baruch

College for Real Estate. 

ERNESTO, Angel Fund Scholarship Recipient
Photo: Diana Bejarano, Los Herederos Inc.

In 2018 the Angel Fund Scholarship Program supported           students,

providing them with                           in academic scholarships. Students

also participated in a support group for undocumented students that

provided a space for students to share their challenges and gain tools for

successfully navigating their educational experience.

20
$18,525

Cabrini is not only helping me
accomplish my goals, but they
are helping other people, too.

My wife saw that is possible for an undocumented

student to have a degree in the U.S., & is now going

to college this semester for Paralegal Studies.

CIS-NYC’s Angel Fund Program provides scholarships and support to low-income

immigrant students who are pursuing higher education. Scholarships can be used to

cover any proven educational related expenses, such as tuition, fees, school supplies

and books. Masters level social work interns provide each student with emotional

support, educational guidance, and advocacy to help students attain their

educational goals, navigate the US school system, and improve their quality of life in

the United States. Each scholarship recipient is required to complete 21 hours of

volunteer work at CIS-NYC, providing them with useful work experience.



ESOL & ADULT
EDUCATION
Providing immigrants with the tools to
confidently communicate.
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In 2018 CIS-NYC provided free English for Speakers of Other Languages

(ESOL) and computer skills classes. Classes supported students in

developing skills to more confidently interact with their doctors and their

children's teachers, shop at different stores, explore new neighborhoods,

and participate in their communities.

92
students
served.

80
English

students.

12
Computer
Literacy

students.

100% of ESOL students reported that
they had been able to engage in
essential activities that require basic
English throughout the year as a result
of the course.

One student, Lisa, said that her newly learned skills
have allowed her to more easily stay in touch with
her family members who do not live in the United
States. She said that she is now able to Skype with
them and send emails to them in Chinese.

In June 2018 CIS-NYC's Board of Trustees made the decision to close the ESOL Program.

Thank you to Joy Haas for her many years of service as the ESOL Program Coordinator!



Rompiendo Las Aguas
on Radio Maria

Rompiendo Las Aguas began
broadcasting on Radio Maria in 2015.  The

radio program's focus has been on
bringing information and empowerment

to listeners and in particular immigrants. 
The program has evolved over the years to
address themes that affect all members of

the Catholic community, including
citizens. Currently, the program is live on

Radio Maria NYC on the first two

Thursdays of the month at 9am Eastern
Time.  The program also is re-broadcasted

by the Red De Radios Catolicas online.
Rompiendo Las Aguas is hosted by Angel

Diaz who is a community leader and
board member at CIS-NYC.

 
Over the past four years the program has
covered a wide range of themes such as 
 education, community organizing, child
abuse, human trafficking, and drugs, and

has hosted many guests, including:
immigration lawyers, CIS-NYC staff

members, government officials, religious
leaders, lay leaders, and more. 
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FY2018
FINANCIALS
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67.8%

 
11.7%

 
9%

 
7.7%  

3.9%

REVENUE SOURCE % AMOUNT

Foundation & Corporation

Government

Annual Benefit Dinner

Legal Fees

Individual Donations

67.8%

11.7%

7.7%

3.9%

9%

$344,293

$59,192

$39,032

$19,689

$45,848



THANK YOU TO OUR
GENEROUS DONORS
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$25,000 and above

Alfred E. Smith Foundation

Cabrini Health Australia

Dorothy Mahoney Rasmuson 2013

Revocable Living Trust*

G.A. Ackermann Memorial Fund

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart

of Jesus

New York Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

Mother Cabrini League

New York Bar Foundation

New York Community Trust

Susan Sarandon Charitable

Foundation

The Debra Carroll and Donald DuFord

Family Foundation

United Way of New York City

$1,000 - $9,999

Albert Blanco

Alex S. Avitabile

Barbara A. Lee Esq.

Cabrini of Westchester

Cabrini Mission Foundation

Catholic Charities Archdiocese of NY

Cherie Sprosty

Chuck Flynn

Church of Our Lady of Sorrows

David & Linda DeCerbo

First American International Bank

Food Bank for New York City

Fred Applegate

FWD.us

James Lee Esq.

Jamie T Infante

John Nimmo

Margaret D. Kranz Esq.

Mark A. Ricca

New York University

Order of Malta

Patricia J. Hogan

Richard Scarlata

Robert D. Kennedy M.D.

St. Peter's - Our Lady of the Rosary

Target

Thomas Noone

$500 - 999

Antonina Avitabile

Catholic Church of the Epiphany

Good Shepherd Roman Catholic Church

Javier Ramirez Baron

Lucille Souza, MSC

Marilyn McGrath Falvey

Thomas F. Webler

Two Bridges Neighborhood Council, Inc

William Knowles

$100 - 499

Angel Gilberto Diaz

Apple Bank for Savings

Bonnie Burke

Brian Donahue

Brian H. Leahy

Brigid Sheehan

Christina Baal

Christopher Chilton

Church of St. Teresa

Cristina Jimenez

Dennis J. Sullivan

Diane Manning

Donald & Marie Z. Amoruso

Edward Maher

Eli Szenes-Strauss

Evelyn Herrera

Geraldine Castagna

Geraldine Flaherty

Gloria Ivonne Moreno

Hamade Belem

James E. Devlin

Jane Bieneman

Jeff Gingerich

Jeff LaRossa

Jeffrey Nichols M.D.

Jerry Yuen

Joel Duarte

John & Stephanie Scollo

Katie McCaskie

Kevork Derderian

Laura Phillips

Lolita B. Compas

Lorna Rivera

Lorraine Horgan

Lucy Panettieri, MSC

M. E. Brennan

Mark S. Kiselica Ph.D.

Martin Bowne

Mary Ann Hawes, MSC

Mary Devlin

Maureen Baehr

Maureen Mitchell

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart

of Jesus - Regina Pacis Community

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart-

Holy Family Community

Mona G. Coogan

Mr. and Mrs. William Jeran

Rhoda Rome

Robert Schley

Romualda Molon, MSC

Santiago Ortiz Acosta

Stacey Aicher

Stephanie Whelan

Stephanie Yoon

Suzanne B. Slattery

Tatjana Bourgeois

Teresa M. Grant Stoeth

Thomas Faiola, OFM CAP

Tiburcio Segoviano

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of

Central Nassau

 

$1 - 99

Alexandra Grinberg

Andrew McDonough

Carlos Salazar

Celso Marron

Diana Ramirez Baron

Diane L. Cohen

Eduardo Rodriguez

Eileen Murphy

Eileen Rice

Ella Nimmo

Emma Murphy

Gerard Faulkner

Gillian Eddins

Heather Armijo

Ilze Earner

Isalia Carvalho, MSC

Jeff Gant

Jessica Saltos

Josanne Philbert

Joy Haas

Juan Diaz

Juan Ortiz

Kassaundra Gutierrez Thompson

Libby Avitabile

Lina Vargas

Maria Garcia

Marianne M. McGowan

Mariko Tsukatani

Marjorie Rothenberg

Maureen Allen

Michael & Cynthia LeFante

Michael Kranz

Mike McNelis

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus - Columbus Convent

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus - Guadalupe

Community

Nancy Skardon

Nino Petriashvili

Ramon Guerra

Rena Deutsch

Sam Mauro

Santa Marine

Sigmund Rosen

Teri Galvin

Todd Schulte

Vandersall Collective

Veronica Piccone, MSC

Yara Simon

Yogesh Varma

In Kind

Alina Troya Aquilato

AMC Theaters

American Girl Dolls

Annette M. Wuersching Jr.

Blick Art Materials

Brooklyn Winery

Carolyn Chiarieri

Christal Troya

Christopher LaBianco

Costco

Crown Publishing Group

Diane Manning

Donna Rit Goncharov

Emily Irving

Ethel Mary Fusaro

Good 360

GourmetGiftBaskets.com

Hallie Stiller

Ingrid Sotelo

JaJaJa

James Ferraro

Jancarlo Cortez

Jessica Garcia

Joan G. Macfarlane

Johanna Gonzalez

Karol Brewer

Kathleen Hirdt

Kathleen K. Staudt

Kathleen Zaborowski

Linda A. Troya

Manu Iyer

Mara Hoffman

Marc Kutzin

Maryann Peronti Esq.

Moises Villafuerte

Nancy P. Loiaconi

New York Philharmonic

Oscar Montes Esq.

P.S. 140

Paula Park

Penguin Young Readers

Plush Apparel

Robert Samuelson

Ruben Gutierrez

Sr. Xavier Hayden, MSC

St. Peter's - Our Lady of the

Rosary

Susan Bell

Susan M. Flink

Suzanne B. Slattery

Teatro SEA

The McKittrick Hotel

The Public Theater

Timothy O'Hara

Tin House Magazine

Virginia Giordano

Virginia Gunther

Yunhae C. Park

$100 - 499

Ana Maria Bazan Esq.

Andrea Kelliher

 

$100 - 499

Uriel A. Durr

V-Cloud Painting & Contracting

Corp.

Walter Barrientos

Wellington Z. Chen

*To be used starting in 2019



THANK YOU TO OUR
VOLUNTEERS & PARTNERS
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Partners

Advocates for Children

Akin Law Group

American Museum of Natural History

Ana Maria Bazan, Law Firm

Blick Art Materials

Cabrini University

Cabrini of Westchester

City Harvest

Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc (CLINIC)

Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez

Councilmember Margaret Chin

First American International Bank

FWD.us

Harlem Wizards

Henry Street Settlement

Ignatian Volunteer Corps

Ivonne Moreno, LCSW

Los Herederos

Lower East Side People's Federal Credit Union

Manhattan Together

Mexican Coalition

New York County District Attorney's Office

New York Immigration Coalition

NYC Department of Consumer Affairs

NYC Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs

New York Psychotherapy & Counseling Center

New York State Youth Leadership Council

New York Yankees

Protecting Immigrant Families Campaign

Radio Maria

RIF Asylum Support

Silberman School of Social Work

St. Teresa Church

St Peter's - Our Lady of the Rosary

Teatro SEA

Trinity Church Wall Street

Urban Justice Center

VIA

Why Not Care

JFI Leaders & Volunteers

Juan Marmol

Narcisa Mieles

Felipe Ministro

Carlos Munoz

Margaret Munoz

Elizabeth Castro

Monica Robles

Hector Arquinzones

Niurka Melendez

Aida Gonzalez

Maximino Rodriguez

Rosalina Gaona

Consuelo Rodriguez

Omar Mora

Gloria Rodriguez

Luisa Sumoza

Raul Margarito

Administrative &

Development Volunteers

Julia Mucci

Sr. Antonina Avitabile

Sr. Yolanda Flores

Gloria Hernandez

Raul Margarito

Carlos Muñoz

Melina Muñoz

ESOL Volunteers

Jancarlo Cortez

Sela Cowger

Rena Deutsch

Gill Eddins

Teresa Galvin

Jeff Gant

Edward Maher

Carrie McCrossen 

Andrew Mcdonough

Sr. Veronica Piccone

Marjorie Rothenberg

Food Pantry Volunteers

Sr. Marjorie Connelly

Margarita Tlaseca

Luzmila Cedeno

Maria Corona

Sr. Margarita Cardena

Camila Monteiro Pereira

Paul Lai

Jeanie Goon

Cecilia Hu

Susan Lei

Annise Pierrett

Melissa Romero

Nicola Fagan

Yuk Kam Chan

Michael Fernandez

Raul Margarito

Ken Poggi

Lai Har Chan

Miluska Rodriguez

Manuel Vilea

Connie Valentien

Irina Wirjan

Jorge Viras

Maria Guzman

Demetri Jacas

Leslie M Aguiano

Nafisat Jallau

Edwardo DeYacia

Siying Zhuang

Sun Xiao Han

Annie Yang

Gigi Lim

Sarah Chehal

Percia Verlin

Ariela Rubin

Clayton Smith

Amirah Alghadhouri

Maggie Chen Fai

Jasmine Friday

Anthony Melendez

Mike A Taveras

David Martinez

Juana Chuchucci

 

 

Zou Ying Qiang

Elissa Romero

Juana Chuchucu

Tania Linakes

Zakiya Thompson

Sut Ling Wong

Richard Mark

Julio Fernandez

Hier Kaufman

Johan Sierra

Andrew Hannaavi

Betty Pirrera

Anthony Wong

Virginia Kettles

Maggie Sugarothoslatt

Fon Teawalatwan

Felix Le Roux

Temi Adeyanju

Abbi Anandaiha

Kelly Huang

Tatjana Bourgeois

Jerry Yuen

Ana Corona

Miguel Chavez

Evalyn Ndunge

Kathy Brito

Russell Freeman

Nancy Skardon

Taylor Skardon

Katherine Cheung

Diane Chen

Dharciana Delacruz

Alexis Echeverria

Gabrielle Lazarri

Vi Nguyen

 

 

Siana Patel

Ayantu Abera

Tigist Himarian

Alexis Smith

Shantae Purnell

Celena Wu

Paloma Mohanty

Ali Gwamali

Jeffrey Chen

Jade Suma

Colleen Mary Sinnott

Ryan Collins

John Sierra

Gloria Hernandez

Evelyn Arevalo



WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Donations can be made at www.bit.ly/donatecis

Checks can be made out to Cabrini Immigrant Services of NYC, Inc.

and mailed to the address below.

CONTACT US

139 Henry Street

New York, NY 10002

T: 212-791-4590

F: 212-791-4592

E: info@cis-nyc.org

www.cis-nyc.org

Follow us on social media!

www.facebook.com/cisnyc

@cisnyc

@cis.nyc

A SPONSORED MINISTRY OF THE MISSIONARY SISTERS
 OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS


